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human beings. In addition,
Confucian also profoundly
focused on ethical values
between society and family
altogether. Meanwhile, moral
degeneration has become the
most astonishing issue in world.
The philosophy developed in
the western countries stressed
more on physical material
gains, while on the otherhand,
the eastern society put more
attention in the spiritual devel-
opment of .dvilization, includ-
ing norms and values.

The world has turned its cul-
tural development to the East.

The ancient Chinese described
the fundamental philosophy of
human nature is based on "true
self associated with the sky".
The sky implies the great true
nature. "The true self associated
with the sky" indicated the spir-
it of human beings could truly
be developed as the power of great
nature. Thus Confudus rarely dis
cusd fatunetelling and magic.
According to the term of "I-
Kuan Tap" it is originated from
the Analects of Confucius.
Confucius said, "The Tao | fol-
low is the one that unifies all."
The disciple Tsang replied,” Yes,"
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The Opening Speech for September 21,2002

Commemoration for the Great Master s55th Nirvana

Anniversary at the Intern | World Trade Center

L adies and gentlemen: |

Today is the Great Master of
I-Kuan Tao Mr. Chang Tien-
Jan's fifty-fifth enlightenment
anniversary commemorative
convention. We kindly welcome
all faithful Tao members and
visitors to join this commemo-
rative acknowledgement meet-
ing. First, let us give thanks to
the mercy of God and merit of
masters, as well as the caring of
deities. | recalled that our Great
Master overlooked his own per-
sonal health to persistently save
living beings out of this turbu-
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lent world. | am deeply touched
by his caring and guidance to
his members in searching uni-
versal truth. He has always
fully committed to revitalize
universal truth and the virtue of
human beings." The 19th centu-
ry is British century. The 20th
century belongs to Americans.
The 21th century is Chinese
century, "said by the British his-
torian Tom Pierce. How could
this be?

The Confucian emphasized
to have compassion first and

then to extend our love to all
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Confucius once said. "You may
find the brotherhood across the
world." This implies everyone's
true self is originally pure and
immacul ate. Thus the truth we
follow is the one that unifies us.

As a result, human beings
know how to strengthen rela-
tionship among each other by
so-called ethical code. It is the
balance between emotion and
truth. It is asignificant way for
the cultivation for |-Kuan Tao
members. The spirit of 1-Kuan
Teao is within all of us. We must
awaken the spirit through acts
of kindness. For example, we
must accept our responsibility
to care for our parents, brothers,
sisters, wife or husband, dders
and youngsters; to treat our
masters and subordinates with
kKindness; to be faithful and

paient with our fellow human

beings.

Besides family ethical code
there are socdal norms and val-
ues, such as social welfare,
medical treatment and insur-
ance, far encompassing the ethi-
cal codes between measters and
students. Some even think that
without the teachings of great
saints and sages in the world we
will live in an abyss of dark-
ness. On the occasion of fifty-
fifth enlightenment anniversary
commemorative convention of
our Great Master, | urge all
members and fellow human
beings to strive our best to pro-
mote harmony throughout the
universe. | wish you all have a
healthy body in your family as
well as in the temple. Thank

you.

2002

10
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Confucius went out. The other
disciples asked, "What do his
words means?" Tsang said,
"The doctrine of our master is
to be true to the principles of
our nature and the benevolent
practice to others." "Thus come
One" in Buddhism refers to the
Buddhds transformati on-bodies
come and go, but his dharma
body does not. Let it goes, it
fills the whole universe. L ao-
Tze said, "Therefore the sage
holds in his embrace one thing
of humility, and manifests it to
all of world. He is free from
self-display, and therefore he
shines; from self-assertion, and
therefore he is disti ngui shed;
from self-boasting;and there-
fore his merit is acknowledged;
from self-compl acency, and
therefore he acquires superiori-
ty."(Tao To Ching 22:2). Jesus
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sad, "They all may be oneg, &as
you, Father. They also may be
one in us. The world may
believe that you had sent me.
The glory which you gave me |
have given them tha they may
be one, even as we are one."
(John 7:21~22). In Islam it
said, "By the Soul, and the pro-
portion and order given to it,
and its enlightenments as to its
wrong and right. Truly be suc-
ceeds that purifies it. He fails
that corrupts it." (Surah
91:7~10), In short, the saints
and sages of five main religions
in the world had mentioned
about our ture self athough
they used different terminolo-
gies or analogies. Besides the
differences of colors, languages
and ways of living amongst dl
aces in the world the origin of

our true self is identical.




