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Summer Camp

Although we weren't there
for the full four days, we till
were able to learn a lot from the
experience.

Our first impression was
the astoundi ng number of stu-
dents who were there all willing-
ly participating in the Tao sum-
mer camp. We especialy thank-
ful for all the group leaders who
took extra time out to take care
of us. Even though this year
students greatly outnumbered the
group leaders, we could still feel
the amount of love and time they
put into trying to take care of
everyone, especially the non-
Chinese speaking members. Not
only were the group leaders
helpful, but the other group
members took extra care to make
sure we understood what was
going on too.

What really left an ever-
lasting impression on us was that

there were so many teenagers so

willing to learn and spread the
Tao in Taiwan. They all so
enthusiastic and caring that it
touches us that there actually
people like that out there trying
to make the world a better place.
We were also very pleased to see
that everyday after the daily cer-
emonies, the male members
would wait patiently on the side
for the females to finish before
rushing off to go eat.

Overall, we had a great
time but we wish that both the
group |leaders and the partici-
pants would not be so reserved
when they talk to us. We always
open to meeting new friends and
engulf new experiences. Thank
you all for making this camp a
one to remember and we will be

back next year.
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Thoughts on

fhe frip to Taiwan

Elaine Chao

Tao Trip

This summer trip to Taiwan was
both a bonding experience and a
learning one. The moment we
stepped off the plane, we knew that
this would be an unforgettable jour-
ney.

We were amazed at the detail
and care that the Taiwanese Tao
members put in for the preparation of
our arival. Everything from sl eep-
ing arrangements, to the elaborate
food preparation, and even the instal-
lation of an air conditioning system
touched us to the very bottom of our
hearts.

As we moved along the trip
from temple to temple, we were
greeted with the most graci ous of
hospital ity by the Tao members in
that area. Every temple showed
nothing less than the deep kindness
and love the great Teao teaches us to

have. However, we wish everyone
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would have been so formal with us
since we all considered family any-
ways.

The most memorable day for
us teenagers would have to be the
day we went to the water park. It
was wonderful to see our teenage
peers from Taiwan finally having fun
and letting loose most i nhibitions
they kept hiding during the Tao trip.
It was also touching and cute to see
the adults go and play in the water
like children. We believe that every
once in a while everybody needs to
play whole-heartedly releasing their
inner child.

We greatly thank the Senior
Masters, Masters, and Tao brothers
and sisters for making thistrip atruly
memorabl e experience filled with
laughter, tears, and unforgettable

moments.
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