What | Have Learned
from the Tao

First of all, I would like to greet everybody a Good day!

My name is Annie Jay F. Macapili. | Live in Tulungatung Zone 2, Zamboanga
City. 1 am 18 years old. | started my job in the Temple in April, 2008. | am here
today to share with all of you my experience in teaching Chinese Tutorial Classes
every summer starting from April to May with my sister Abigael. But before that, let
me tell you where | learned all of these and who guided me to do all of these.

First, when they told me that | am going to teach the children, I didn’t know
what to do. | started to think on how | was going to teach them, and where | could
start...etc. There were so many questions in my mind that | would like to know the
answers to all of these questions. Because in my age | am not expecting that teaching
would challenge me and | think also that I am not ready to do these. But when | saw
that the children were interested in learning Chinese, | have the strength to teach
them to learn more. But | always think that it is hard to teach Chinese(Mandarin).

According to those teachers’ saying, being a teacher is really hard and tiresome.
I know that what they say is true but when I’ve already taken the teaching job and
see how much they are interested in learning, | feel happy to teach them. I know that
teaching is not easy and | also know that this is a big responsibility and a challenge
to me. Learning a language is not easy---it takes time. And for the children who are
only 5 years old, to learn Chinese is so difficult. But when I saw them trying to un-
derstand, | am so happy because | know that | am the only one who can teach them.
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When | was 12 to 13 years old, when | was doing the wrong thing, | always
looked down upon myself. Now when | do the work, | always want to make sure
that I am doing the right thing. As I saw the children learn maybe not really good but
still they learn something, | am happy and | can feel that I am doing the right thing.
Because they are learning not just Pilipino but Chinese. And | know that learning
Chinese is difficult but they are trying their best to understand every Chinese word.

And you know what is the feeling when you saw the children learning a
different language and it is one of the difficult languages and when | hear some
Pilipino who can talk in Chinese, | am really proud to be a Pilipino. And now |
learn and | realize that in teaching you should have patience. And you should also
understand them even though sometimes they are noisy. | am really happy about
all these. Rica Mae Fernandez and Maica Alih are two of my students who are only
9 years old. These two kids know how to memorize not just Pilipino but Chinese
Mandarin sutras. In the morning when we arrive in the temple they would come to
me or to my sister or to Ayi to ask if they can start to memorize a sutra. These two
girls are usually quiet, and when you talk to them, they just stare at you but they are
really learning, so | am so proud to be their teacher.

And lastly | want to thank Master Lai Mu Huo who is also known as Akong here
in Zamboanga. At first when | saw Master Lai in Tulungatung, | never thought that
he was a Master because he is just a simple person who works with the other workers
to build the 2nd Temple---the Tulungatung Zhi-cheng Temple , the 3rd temple--- the
Cabaluay Zhi-cheng Temple, and the 4rd---the Bolong Zhi-cheng Temple.

Next | want to thank a woman who teach me on how to become a good teacher
and a good person. At first I don’t understand her attitude but when I started to know
her, | realize that she is so understanding, caring and good person. Because of her, |
am here now and because of her, I can share these to all of you. The woman is Ayi
Tsai Chiu Yi who is also known as Ayi and now | can say that | am really proud that
Ayi is my teacher and Akong is my Master. Thank you very much! Because of them,
| learn all of these. And many thanks to my family, especially to my parents who
always support me in everything that I’ve been through. These people have guided
me and told me that I could do all of these.

And | also want to thank them for trusting me in everything that I am doing and

believing me. And | learn all of these when | start going in the temple. Thank you for
sharing my experience! Thank you very much! May God bless us all!!!
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