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The anticipation is over. Walking through the glass doors of Tom Bradley Terminal at LAX
International Airport was eye opening, heart thumping, and spiritually awakening. Our group of
Tao cultivators was ready to go to Taiwan to better understand the depth of the Tao Te Ching by
some of the Senior Masters.

We had gotten the emails, the memos, and the phone calls. Finally, our bags were packed
and we were ready to go. Just what was this trip all about? After going through baggage check,
passport check, and obtaining our boarding passes, we were finally ready to begin our journey to
the other side of the world. Many of our family members and friends could not understand why
we would take a thirteen hour trip, half way around the world, live with a collective in a Temple,
just to learn more about a different culture, a gentle philosophy, and, in short--another way,
which some refer to as The Path.

After listening to Derek Lin, in person and online, along with Bill Bunting on the ‘Go To
Meeting’ Forums each Sunday, questions began being asked. I remember one particular online
guest lecturer named Carmen. Carmen talked about her trip to Taiwan many years ago. She also
talked about experiencing the hospitality, the food, the culture, the dedication of Tao cultivators,
and about the great time she had.

That did it! One of the people in our Sunday study group with is Yola Wong K. Yola is
this vibrant, energetic, young, graduate student who was born in Los Angeles but grew up in
Belize. Her father’s father was Chinese and her mother is from Belize. She was studying for her
doctorate in Environmental Engineering focusing on water quality, but I believe, perhaps, that
this trip has led her to explore different options. Perhaps Yola’s inquisitive mind was a catalyst
for Master Joseph, Master Cheri, Master William and others, to begin to put their magical
wheels together to make this extraordinary trip happen through fundraisers and a whole lot of
diligent work on both ends.

Upon getting to our seats aboard EVA Airlines, the realization that this was going to be
the longest trip of my life, finally hit me. I was immediately put at ease with the anticipation
of this trip when I saw the soft new disposable slippers in each seat pocket for all passengers.
Something about the simplicity of the implied gesture of ‘relax--take your shoes off and put on
these slippers’ seemed to put me at ease.
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The plane was huge and at full capacity. Shortly after takeoff, I knew then that my life was
about to change forever. We had been warned that the flight was a very long flight and it was. I was
able to read, sleep, write, talk, exercise, and get in a few meals, which, by the way, were not bad for
an airline! Before I knew it, the flight attendant was telling us to turn off all electronic equipment,
put our snack trays up, straighten our seats, put on our seat belts and prepare for landing. I followed
all instructions and exchanged my mentally and physically comfortable airplane slippers, and put
on my black tie up shoes. The compression socks, that a friend suggested for a long trip, worked
like a charm.

After going through the usual—showing our passports at customs, getting our luggage, and
exchanging currency, we were on ‘the other side’. Whalaa! We were immediately greeted by
Master Cheri and others. It was wonderful to see familiar faces. It was a beautiful experience. Our
volunteer tour guide’s name was Brian. He left nothing out and took care of the tiniest details for
us! He even took the time to make creative name tags for us, in both English and Taiwanese, and
made sure we immediately had water to stay hydrated in the hot weather.

The red carpet that was about to be rolled out for our group was nothing short of miraculous.
The kindness and display of genuine welcoming was overwhelming and was shown at Temple
after Temple. The Tao Cultivators and the Masters were lined up at each Temple and were clapping
and singing as our big bus pulled up.

Upon getting out, we were greeted and bowed to as songs of joy were exclaimed. I do not
speak Taiwanese but the translations of the smiles on their beautiful faces said it all.

At Chung Jen Temples, Senior Master Chen Te-Yung came out and spoke to us from the
podium, despite his having caught a cold. This 96-year-old senior Master had compassion and
strength in his voice. He told us that he had to meet us and that he was very happy to welcome
United States’ fellowship to attend the memorial celebration of the five year passing of Senior
Master Chang Pei-Cheng.

('To Be Continued )
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