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© FRA4 % Allen Chen

Thanks to the Grace of Heaven, Holy Teachers, the Senior Elders and the
Tao Transmitting Masters for giving the Tao Youth members the opportunity to
learn and cultivate ourselves in Tao at the first IKT Youth Summer Camp. I want
to thank Tao Transmitting Master Hung Hua Chou for her guidance, Lecturer
Angela Hsueh for her leadership, Lecturer Tracy Ho for her passionate speeches,
Lecturer Alice Huang for her emphasis on showing appreciation, the rest of the
planning committee: Andy Leung, Eugene Li, Lisa Huang, and Rebecca Li and
all the volunteers who made this event possible.

My name is Allen Chen. I had the privilege and honor of serving as one
of the team leaders of Penta Squad. My reflection is unique in that I was
both the youngest team leader and a student learning alongside my team
members. [ initially had a difficult time finding the perfect balance between
being a leader and a friend. I lectured my members on the first day so harshly
that all my team members became silent. At that moment, I told myself I
would never lecture them again. I broke my promise within five minutes,
but thankfully my team members understood my intentions and together we
grew as a team. Through this, I learned that a leader must be responsible and
learned how to lead the team in learning and improving.
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My team members had become my family during these short, six days.
I was filled with pride when I saw them understanding the important lessons
the Tao Transmitting Masters and Tao Lecturers pass on in classes. There was
Andrew, who always made sure to sit in the first seat of the first row to actively
participate and answer questions. There was Anthony, who took charge when
the team leaders were not available. There was energetic Bard, who added
his own extra movements to the morning exercises and did them with such
enthusiasm, I could not help but laugh.

My team united as one. The station activities seemed like simple, fun
games, but each one contained an important lesson. Each day, all station
activities stressed the day’s theme. In short eighteen-minute rounds, my team
gained a deep understanding of filial piety as they learned to work as a team in
“Moses Parts the Red Sea”, the sacrifices and love of parents in “Mom! Dad!
Come Help Me!” and the importance of trust in “I Got You!” and “Guidance.”

In the camp, my team had the opportunity to practice what they learned
through the team mission. My team cut short our meal time to only 15 minutes
in order to have extra practice time in our five-minute skit. I am unable to put
into words the love I felt when a family, who were all strangers six days ago,
sang John Legend’s “All of Me” without judgment or a single worry. | was
initially very disappointed that the actual performance was full of mistakes, but
eventually learned that even failures contain important lessons. There are factors
beyond our control no matter how hard we try. The end result is not as important
as the process as long as we tried our best.
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I had a very difficult time holding back my tears during the more emotional
activities such as Life’s List. I will always remember the important lessons
taught. I will cherish the time I have with my love ones and learn to let go of
the materialistic items that simply pale in significance. Thank you Lecturer
Tracy Ho. In these six days, I have lost count how many times I have wanted
to cry. There was the “I Love You Mom” video where I witnessed these young
kids opening up their feelings to express their gratitude and love. There was the
bicycling video where all these orphans took on a journey to cycle all of Taiwan
to find determination, courage and themselves. Compared to others, I am very
fortunate and I will learn how to cherish all that I am blessed with.

I am so grateful to have been given this opportunity to attend the IKT Youth
Camp. I met so many other Tao cultivators and made so many lifelong friends.
There was no barrier separating anyone by their team groups as we were all in
one family. From the midnight problem talks to the six am nonstop alarm at full
blast, I will miss it all. Penta Squad, although many of you are only three years
younger than me, you are all my kids. It was a life changing experience being at
the IKT 2015 Youth Summer Camp. I cannot wait for the next one.
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“Who are we?” I ask. “MILA! “ yells team 10. Michigan Los Angeles was
the team [ spent six days and five nights with. Located so far away from one
another, our team symbolizes what the camp hoped to achieve-- the ability to
learn from one another and realize our one similarity-- Tao.

This camp has truly been awe-inspiring. Never have I seen so many youth
Taoists congregated in one place. Never have I seen so many young adults
focused 1n lectures and group activities. Never have I seen so many people
so kind and polite to one another. Never have I seen so much youth potential
cultivated Tao and devoted to Tao communities around America. Yet these all
happened for the first time at Loma Mar, CA- our first [-Kuan Tao USA Youth
Summer Camp.

Our camp consisted of great lectures and lecturers. We learned about Filial
Piety, Going Green, the Four Qs, and many more. These lectures were unlike
typical school lessons. Many youth members were moved to tears by the
touching stories and videos. We were taught many ideals that would forever be
embedded within us. For example, the Going Green lecture has convinced many
Taoists to become vegetarians. Their “streak” will last as long as they remember
all the reasons how vegetarianism is good for the environment, for the animals,
and most importantly- for their own health. These lectures helped change lives
as we became more respecting and appreciating of our parents. We no longer
placed significance in material goods and we shall forever treasure the life that
we possess to cultivate Tao and help out the world.
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Besides lectures, we had many group activities to give us hands-on
experience and “lessons”. For instance, we played a game where we would call
out our parents’ name and they would rush out to help us even though they were
busy with their own work. This filial piety activity showed us how hard-working
our parents are and how we have to appreciate all the time they dedicate to us.
Another game out of many that we played was where we would take items on
the ground and create works of art. This made us think about all the trash, waste
and dead organic materials that were located on the ground. Although the art
was quite beautiful, it was quite sad to see what the world would become if we
didn’t take care of it. Using these group activities, we were able to bond with
our group and enhance our understanding of the lessons being taught.

Most importantly, the activity that stood out the most was the group
showcase. This began starting on the first day of camp. We started prepping,
assigning characters, creating an outline, writing lines, practicing, and finalizing.
This was where groups showed their creative ideas and integrated moral
learnings and teachings about Buddha’s mercy. Having fun at the same time,
our group was able to create a funny plot with random characters to make
the audience laugh and educate them about being kind to others and giving
people a second chance. With ten groups and ten showcases, our last full day
of camp became a fun and educational experience. This activity truly ended
the camp memorably and showed us the power of creative youths in our Taoist
community. All in all, the camp brought potential-filled youths together and
cultivated us to keep the “light” burning bright.
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