Summer Camp)

© Karen Wang

My name is Karen Wang, [ am 17 years old, and grew up in Canada. This year
Toronto Ming-Hwa Temple held a summer camp, of which the theme is Benevolent—
Be Kind to All. And I had the privilege of being the “Banzhan ( 15 )” of the camp. I
would like to start off by thanking Master Ho and everyone else who gave me this once-
in-a-lifetime opportunity. I would also like to thank my temple family for the support

they have given me through the week of the camp.

2019 was a year full of change; not only was the volunteer camp changed from two
days to three days, but the camp itself was extended to five days (originally three). To
start off, we had the benefit of having a three-day volunteer summer camp. This year,
we were very lucky to have approximately 15 volunteers which was the most we’ve had
compared to the previous years. As a representative from Toronto Ming-Hwa Temple, I

appreciated the fact that we had friends from Taiwan coming and helping us prepare for
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this camp. We had a lovely woman named Da Guan preparing multiple activities for us
volunteers to get to know each other better and become closer as one. I like to think that
this year’s group became not only closer, but became a family. We all worked together to
make this year’s summer camp a memorable one. I’m thankful that this year’s summer
camp turned out the way it did as this was my last year doing this. Next year, [ will be in

the other city for college.

As mentioned, this was the first year that we had a three-day volunteer camp.
Usually, we would have a two-day preparation with the counselors from Taiwan. This
year we had two days getting to know one another and one day for preparation. Although
the last day was long and involved learning all the classes, time went by fast as I had
spent it with many of my friends. Playing the activities was not only fun, but very smart
and effieient, for it made us evolved from each individual into a team. I would like to

thank specifically Da Guan( K&H ) for organizing this section as it was really helpful.

Now the real deal. Surprisingly, I was not nervous on the first day (August 19,
2019) of summer camp. I was very confident as many people have encouragingly said I’d
do great and how they had the confidence in me. This first day was hectic and difficult to
understand all the campers as this was my first time being the banzhan. Throughout the
day, it was hard to get the children’s attention, but I found the method of saying “hands
on top” and the kids replying “that means stop” was the way to go. I was very surprised
that this method gathered their attention and was grateful that it did. The day did go by
very slow, but from the first day I was able to learn a lot. As the days went by, it was
the final day. I’'m not lying, it flew by very quickly. The last day was the best day as all
the kids were laughing. It made me smile when every single kid in the room had a big
smile on their faces. That was probably the best memory I vividly remember. At the end
of each summer camp, we asked for the kid’s feedback as well as a reflection. When I
heard many kids talk, my heart grew bigger and bigger because of the amount of fun they
said they had. This camp would not have happened without these kids and their positive
attitude.
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I learned many things through this camp such as helping others and being patient.
Why is additional patience needed? It was because different children need different
things, and it would be disrespectful not to be attentive to each of them. I also learned
how to quickly act if anything in the schedule was to change. Thinking back, although
there were many ups and downs during the camp itself and the preparation (started last
December) for the camp was lengthy, this year’s camp did fly by fast. I genuinely feel
that I have learned lots from this camp and from the people I have interacted with. Also,
since I want to be a teacher in the near future, this was an extremely great chance to see
if being a teacher was suitable for me. Lastly, I would like to thank those who made this
year’s camp possible starting from Master Ho, the coordinator, the friends from Taiwan,
the volunteers, the kids, and finally the hardworking chefs. Without those chefs, we

would not have tasty lunch nor snacks for everyone. Overall, this opportunity was greatly

appreciated.
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