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In light of the recent COVID-19 outbreak, many of our normal day-to-day and
week-to-week activities have been disrupted. Things we used to take for granted — simple
things like visiting the supermarket or even the doctor — have taken on a whole new
level of challenge for us. We used to work together and play together and learn together.
Now we are forced to do many of the things we used to do as groups remotely via our
computer. Many of us are working via telecommuting through a VPN while our children
employ distance learning through on-line classes for their school or college courses and,

in this way, our lives go on.

One of these classes is the weekly English Tao class. But, although this class,
hosted by Derek Lin, started out mostly as an in-person class in El Monte (The Great
Tao Foundation of America) to discuss content and interpretations of the Tao Te Ching,
it quickly changed into a vast on-line presence that had people joining in from around
the globe. So, even while there was a roomful of people in the classroom at the temple
all learning about The Tao, there were also dozens of people watching remotely, as well,

eager to share in this experience.
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The class typically began with a presentation from Bill Bunting who presented his
portion of the class from the Tao Shrine in his home in Indiana, and then Derek would
follow up with his presentation. Sometime later, additional segments were added such as
Carmen’s Corner and the insightful presentations from Master Ed, a long-time attendee of

Derek’s classes who now has a Tao Shrine in his martial arts studio in Valencia, CA.

The classes expanded over the years to include additional discussions of other
books written by Mr. Derek Lin, including such books as The Tao of Success, The Tao
of Daily Life, The Tao of Happiness, and the Tao of Joy Every Day. These discussions
contained not only breakdowns of the common philosophies of the Tao, but also common
misinterpretations and misconceptions often assigned to the ancient text due to a lack of

understanding of the original dialect and context of the original manuscript.

These classes are open to anyone who wishes to join in the learning and listen to and
watch Derek and others present their experiences, interpretations and life stories relating
to the Tao. Amazing as it sounds, even though there is little by way of coordination
between the presenters, there always seems to be a common thread to the lessons. This
sort of thing happens nearly every week whenever more than one person presents during
the class and is attributed to the common unity often felt by Tao members: Everyone

always seems to find themselves on the same page, so to speak.

Then, roughly a year ago, Derek lost the use of the classroom at the E1 Monte
temple. But, like most of us who recently lost the ability to go to our offices or schools to
work or study due to the COVID-19 pandemic and had to work from home, these classes
continued uninterrupted by focusing exclusively on the on-line presence and have been

held virtually every Sunday morning now since that event.

These on-line classes are a great way to keep these learning events going. Keeping
everyone current in what is happening and in sharing their understanding of The Tao so
that each of us may maintain that feeling of togetherness we all feel from our attempt to

learn with our brothers and sisters to attain a deeper understanding of the world around us.

As Derek says: “Let’s take a deep dive into Tao Te Ching.”
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