2025 IKT USA
Youth) Summer Camp) Partil

Provided by I-Kuan Tao USA

The 2025 I[-Kuan-Tao USA (IKT) Youth Summer Camp held from August 3rd
through August 7th 2025 at Green Mountains in Los Gatos, CA was a truly meaningful
and enriching experience. With over ninety campers, ranging in age from twelve to
twenty two, attending from across the United States and Canada, team leaders and
mentors, some of whom had attended the 2015 IKT Kids Summer Camp as young
children, along with the presence and guidance of many Tao Transmitting Masters (TTMs)
from Northern and Southern California, Michigan, Texas, and North Carolina, the IKT
Youth Summer Camp provided a unique opportunity for all campers to learn, grow, and

live the Tao teachings in a supportive, nurturing, and fun-filled environment.
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The program was thoughtfully designed to help raise awareness and nurture the
overall health, balance, and integration of spirit, mind, and body among the campers.
Through engaging classes, morning exercises, camp activities, delicious and healthy
vegetarian and vegan meals, guided meditation, and grand-finale performances, all the
campers, including children, team leaders, and volunteers, explored, learned, and better

understood the essential virtues of Tao learning, including:

» Filial Piety — developing gratitude, love, and respect for parents and elders.
* Vegetarianism — understanding compassion through diet and mindful living.

e Adversity Quotient (AQ) — learning resilience and the ability to face challenges

with strength and grace.

* Moral Quotient (MQ) — cultivating kindness, righteousness, and virtue in daily

life.

e Intelligence Quotient (IQ) — sharpening curiosity and expanding knowledge
guided by wisdom.

*  Emotions Quotient (EQ) — recognizing, managing, and harmonizing one’s
feelings for healthier relationships.

* Tao in Daily Life — realizing that Tao cultivation is part of everyday living as each

experience helps us grow in mindfulness, self-reflection, and perspective shifting.

* From Mars to Heaven 2.0 — special joint session for all the campers to be inspired

with insightful perspectives on Tao cultivation, leadership, and perseverance.

The balance of indoor and outdoor activities created a holistic experience where the
campers were able to apply learnings from classes to help reinforce the Tao concepts.
Outdoor games and team-building exercises allowed the campers to practice cooperation
and responsibility, reinforcing the Tao teachings in real-life settings. The nature walks,
morning exercises, and guided meditation sessions were particularly memorable, offering
moments of peace and reflection, maintaining and enhancing their physical health

and agility, and strengthening the campers’ connection with both nature and their true
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inner selves. Finally, the grand-finale performances represented the culmination of all
the teachings and activities for the campers and allowed the campers, formed in eight
teams, to artistically showcase their talents in singing, dancing, and acting and shared
with everyone their learning about the Tao teaching. It was inspirational and exciting to

witness the amazingly artistic and talented performances from all the campers.

The IKT Youth Summer Camp not only provided knowledge but also created bonds
of friendship among all the campers, team leaders, and volunteers. It was inspiring
to witness the joyful spirit, discipline, and mutual care fostered throughout the week.
Furthermore, it was very encouraging to witness the growth and development of the
younger generations, who carry on the torch of Tao cultivation and propagation to all
the sentient beings with affinity to the great Tao and Maitreya Buddha for generations to

come.

We deeply appreciate the leadership from TTM Chou of San Francisco CA, TTM
Hsu of Los Angeles CA, and all the TTMs for their guidance, the support of all Tao
branches, and all the contributions from volunteers, planning committee members, and
team leaders who made this camp possible. Their tireless efforts ensured that every
camper received both practical guidance and spiritual nourishment, planting seeds of
wisdom and virtue that will continue to flourish in their lives. Finally, we would like to
thank all the parents and guardians of the campers. With their support, the campers were
able to experience and immerse themselves in the wonders and beauty of Tao and the
virtuous Tao teachings, which will continue to serve as the guiding lights illuminating
from their innate Buddha Nature, as all campers strive for happier and more fulfilling

lives.

Overall, the 2025 IKT USA Youth Summer Camp was a great success and a
blessing to all who attended. We look forward to supporting and participating in future

camps, knowing how profoundly they will benefit the next generation.
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Thanks to the Grace of Heaven, the virtues of our Holy Teachers and the support

of all the Tao Transmitting Masters involved, the planning committee of the 2025 IKT
camp grew tremendously from this experience. We had been meeting weekly for about
four months before the camp started, collaborating on how we might run the camp
and finalizing all the fine details in the weeks leading up to camp. It was a joyous and
wondrous experience for us all to get to contribute to building a space for campers to
have fun and still experience the Tao. Though it always felt like there could be more that
we could do, it was due to the hard work of all the planning committee members and the

volunteers that we were able to overcome all the challenges.

Despite how busy and stressful the camp could be, watching all the campers
actively participating in the lectures and activities was truly rewarding. It was incredibly
touching to see that everyone had a smile on their faces. As we moved between activities,
we heard many participants expressing how much they were enjoying their time at the
camp. Like the campers who got to meet other Tao members from other temples, this
camp allowed us to do so as well. Many of us met for the first time at camp, where we’re
grateful that we’ve had the opportunity to bring to life all the hard work we’ve put into
for the last few months. We hope that in the future, when the next IKT Youth Summer
Camp can happen, the next planning committee will be able to carry forward our spirit of

determination, and gain just as much as we have from this experience.
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By Fa-Yi Chong-De San Francisco Lecturers of the IKT Youth Summer Camp

Planning Committee

Ten years ago, we were a small team of eight, spending countless late nights to plan
the first IKT USA Youth Summer Camp in 2015. For nearly a week, 150 IKT youths
came together under the towering redwoods of Northern California to play, learn, and

forge lasting friendships.

A decade later, we were entrusted with guiding a new generation in planning
the second IKT camp. While 2015’s methods may no longer fit 2025°’s, but the latter
committee carried the same spirits: passion, grit, humility, energy, and Tao-rooted
wisdom. Though from different branches, regions, and time zones, their devotion to Tao

united them.

Seeing the former campers step into the roles such as hosts, leaders, medics, and
planners, we all witnessed the fact that the seed planted a decade ago has grown and
flourished. Through offering them opportunities in the Tao field, future talents are
nurtured. This camp marked the passing of the Tao torch to the future pillars of [-Kuan
Tao in the U.S. We sincerely pray for Heaven’s blessings to make Tao propagation

flourish and the sacred mission endure.
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