The Power of Faith

By Jennifer
Ji Chu Zhong Shu Toronto Ming Hwa Temple

First of all, I would like to thank Ivy for allowing me to share her story. I tell her
story as an eyewitness to a powerful journey of hope and miracle rooted in faith and hard

work.

I begin by saying that faith becomes more significant in our lives when we face
extreme life challenges. Extreme challenges are life altering and impactful obstacles.
This is a true story of a wife, mother and woman who did everything in her own capacity

to stay hopeful and positive when her husband was battling with cancer.

Anyone who has been touched by cancer knows the physical, emotional and
spiritual challenges not only the person with cancer faces but also the person caring
for them. Despite the busy hospital appointments, taking care of her household and
her husband, Ivy made time for temple duties, friends and family. Her demeanor was

uplifting, neither happy nor sad, it was brave.

She made plenty of self-sacrifices like allowing her hair to turn white and not dye

it because she was conscious that chemicals in hair coloring treatments may be harmful
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to her husband’s weak immune system. She stood by her husband and kept watch of his
diet, making sure it was as natural as possible and plant-based. Among other things were
the moodiness of a cancer patient which she kept private (irritability and moodiness are

manifested by most cancer patients according to doctors, so this we know for a fact).

How is Ivy as a mother? Nothing says it better than her own daughter’s remark that
she is the most forgiving mom. Claire, Ivy’s daughter, shared that Ivy always forgave
her for her mistakes and shortcomings. This is one of the virtues of a Tao cultivator
that is sometimes hard to come by amidst all the stress and frustration surrounding life
challenges. Her faith...ah...this is the most inspiring of all. Ivy stepped up her role in
serving our Toronto I-Kuan Tao temple from being a regular attendee to an influential
devotee. She is generous with her time to serve at the temple doing ceremonial and

monetary donation. In March, she took her Purification vow.

Ivy’s strength to withstand the stress in her life is anchored on her faith in the
Buddhas. Her hope for her husband to beat cancer kept her demeanor kind and positive.
Like everyone else, she and her family prayed harder than anyone else for a hopeful
prognosis of her husband’s cancer. The day came for Ivy’s husband to be screened and
rendered a decision on his health. I received a voice message from Ivy while I was in
the Philippines. Ivy was excited to tell me her husband’s cancer has disappeared!!! The

doctor could not find it. A miracle I concluded!!

But, miracles do not just happen if the people receiving them do not have faith in
God, the Buddhas or the saints. We continue to pray that her husband will be cancer free
in the years to come. We hope their story will inspire others to stay on path and deepen
their faith starting now (even when life is easy, free of extreme challenges) and not wait
until the arrival of life altering challenges to recognize the presence of God amidst us.
There will be miracles if we believe in the Divine and we consciously make an effort to
walk the upright path. Afterwards, we remember to give reverence to God and gratitude

for the blessings received.
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